








Survey Content

* School study * Extracurricular
experience communication
— AP course experience
— Class length — Interpersonal mode
— Years of study * Listening/speaking
_ Teacher » Reading/writing
_ Laboratory - Inter-pretllve mode
— Other languages ) LlSteI.lmg
* Reading
Survey Procedures

* Survey piloted in May, 2001 exams
* Survey administered in May, 2002 exams
* Students completed survey following
multiple-choice section of exam
*Responses analyzed by subject by Group
— Standard Group
— Special 1 Group (> 1 month abroad)
— Special 2 Group (use language in home)

Analysis Groups

1. Have you lived or
studied for one Group | QI Q2
month or more in a

country where the STD N N
language of the

exam you are now
taking is spoken? SPEC1 Y N
2. Do you regularly

speak or hear the

language at home? SPEC2| Y/N Y




Analysis Groups

Group French German Spanish
Standard 12,619 2,472 32,246
Special-1 1,742 862 2,798
Special-2 1,338 549 29,412
Total 15,699 3,883 64,456
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1. Have you taken an academic

course...?

* Vast majority (79%-89%) are in a
corresponding AP course

*Nearly all (96%-97%) are in an AP or
other corresponding course

* Examinees in a course performed better
than those not in a course




2. ...how much time is
scheduled each week...?

*Nearly half (46%-49%) had class 201-250
minutes/week

* Vast majority (86%-88%) had class less
than 300 minutes/week

* Examinees who had class less than 300
minutes/week performed better than those
who had more class time each week

3. In what grade did you begin
your study of...?

* Vast majority (72%-83%) began study in
grades 7-9

* Examinees who began study in elementary
school performed the best

* Length of study heavily influences exam
grade

4. How long have you studied a
language other than...?

* Majority (58%-69%) not at all
* Significant portion (15%-19%) 4 years or
more

* Examinees who have studied another L2
performed better than those who have not




5. What language do you know

best?

* Vast majority (87%-94%) English

* Examinees answering “(D) A language
other than English and [AP FL]”
performed slightly better than others

6. ...in your home or

community?
* Examinees answering
“(A) I both hear and FRE | GER | SPA
speak [AP FL]
regularly” performed | A 3% 2%| 4%
slightly better than (A) ° % °
others
* Examinees answering B) 4%| 2% |17%
“(B) I hear, but do not
speak, [AP FL] (©) | 94%| 96%| 80%
regularly” performed
slightly worse than
others
7. ...teacher a native
speaker...?
FRE | GER | SPA
Yes 28%| 30%| 38%
No 72%| 71%| 62%
Mean Grade for Yes
as % of 109% | 99%| 99%
Mean Grade for No




8. How often do you use a
language laboratory?

*Majority (65%-68%) not at all

*Relatively few (3%-4%) only once/month

*Roughly equal portions (9%-11%) chose
(A), (B), and (D)

* Any regular language lab use is associated

with better exam performance, especially if
multiple times/month

* Gain is across language modes, especially
listening, writing, and speaking

9. ...by letter or email...?

FRE | GER | SPA

Yes 7% | 15% 5%
No 93%| 85%| 95%
Mean Grade for Yes

as % of 114%| 112%| 110%

Mean Grade for No

* Bigger gains in speaking than in writing

10. ...read print and electronic
material...?

* Vast majority (82%-87%) not at all

* Any reading is associated with better exam
performance, especially when both printed
and electronic texts

* Gain is across language modes




11. ...tune in to television and
radio broadcasts...?

FRE GER SPA
TV, Radio 0.5% 0.6% 3.4%
TV 3.8% 2.1% 11.2%
Radio 2.0% 1.9% 4.6%
Neither 93.7% 95.3% 80.8%

* Listening to radio [(A) or (C)] is associated with

better exam performance

* Watching television is not necessarily associated

with better exam performance

Discussion

* Program implications
* Class implications

* Further analyses and research
— Control for length of study

— Control for “speak/hear regularly in home or
community”

— Characterize “speak/hear regularly in home or
community”

— SPEC groups

— Block schedule models and sequences

— Language lab equipment and activities

* QOther

Further Information

* AP Central:
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com

— AP Research: reports, proposals, and requests
for data .../colleges/research/0,1289.154-181-

0-0.00.html

— “How AP College Comparability Studies
Affect AP Grades for Foreign Language
Exams”: .../members/1,1284,,00.html
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