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The Parent 
Perspective

2007 2. Who should take the PSAT/NMSQT?

Typically, students take the PSAT/NMSQT in grade 11 of high school. It 
is also beneficial for younger students to take the test to get a head start 
on improving academic skills needed for success in college and beyond. 
Last year, more than half of all test-takers were in grade 10 or younger.

3.	 What should be done to prepare for this test?

Classroom learning is the basis for test questions, so the best way 
students can prepare is to involve themselves in rigorous courses 
and get familiar with the test and its format. Students should review 
the PSAT/NMSQT Official Student Guide, which is full of useful 
information, including a full-length Practice Test. The Guide and the 
Practice Test will help students understand all the directions and be 
familiar with the types of questions that will be asked. 

4.	 If students don’t do well on this test, will it hurt 
their chances of getting into college?

Absolutely not. If anything, the PSAT/NMSQT will improve their 
chances, since it provides personalized information on the types of 
skills that the student needs to improve to prepare for the SAT and 
college. PSAT/NMSQT scores are not sent to colleges. 

5.	 How many times may a student take this test?

Only once a year, but there is no limit to how many years a student 
may participate. It is important that eleventh-grade students take the 
test to enter National Merit Scholarship Corporation competitions, as 
well as to prepare for the SAT. For younger students, the main benefit 
is to gain valuable skills feedback and get a head start on improving 
their academic skills and planning for college. 

6.	 What is Student Search Service® and should students 
check “Yes”?

When students take the PSAT/NMSQT, they are asked if they would 
like to participate in the College Board’s Student Search Service®, a 
free service that provides names of students to certified educational 
organizations. If students choose to participate, they allow colleges, 
universities, scholarship programs, educational opportunity organiza-
tions, and the College Board to send information via the mail and/or 
e-mail about the educational and financial aid opportunities they offer.  
Student information is strictly monitored and secure, and individual 
PSAT/NMSQT test scores are never shared with any outside entity. 

7.	 When may we expect to see the results from the  
PSAT/NMSQT?

Schools will receive Score Reports in December and will notify 
students regarding when, where, and how to get their individual 
reports. Schools also receive an extra copy for the student’s file.

8.	� What else should students be doing to have 
college as an option after graduation?

Refer to the calendar on the back of this flyer.

At collegeboard.com/parents, you’ll find more information about 
the PSAT/NMSQT, My College QuickStart, planning and paying for 
college, as well as information on other College Board programs, such 
as the SAT and the Advanced Placement Program®.

Frequently Asked Questions 

1.	 Why should students take the PSAT/NMSQT?

The PSAT/NMSQT® is the best preparation for the SAT Reasoning 
Test™. Students in eleventh grade who take the test and meet other 
program entry requirements may enter National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation programs. Most important, the PSAT/NMSQT is a 
comprehensive tool that gives valuable feedback to both the student 
and the school.

All students who take the PSAT/NMSQT will receive an official Score 
Report. They will receive scores in critical reading, mathematics, and 
writing skills and will see how their scores compare to those of other 
students across the country. Through a question-by-question review 
of answers, students will be able to see which answers they got right 
or wrong. They will also receive a personalized statement of specific 
academic skills that need attention along with suggested steps to 
improve those skills.  

Students who take the test will receive free access to My College 
QuickStart™, an online college and career planning tool that 
contains: an online PSAT/NMSQT score report with projected 
SAT® score ranges, state percentiles, and the power to sort answer 
explanations by difficulty and question type; a customized SAT 
study plan for high school students; personalized lists of colleges, 
majors, and careers; and access to MyRoad™. For more information, 
visit collegeboard.com/quickstart.

Other special opportunities for students who take the PSAT/NMSQT 
in eleventh grade include the National Hispanic Recognition 
Program. (See your student’s counselor for more information.)



September 2007
■	Students should review the Official Student 

Guide and take the Practice Test inside.
■	On collegeboard.com, students can cre-

ate My Organizer, a free tool that will guide 
them through the PSAT/NMSQT process 
and other College Board programs.

October 2007
■	PSAT/NMSQT test administration: 

Make sure your student eats breakfast and 
brings No. 2 pencils, a calculator, a watch 
(with alarms off), and his or her e-mail 
address to the test administration.

■	On test day, encourage your student to 
check “Yes” for Student Search Service on 
the PSAT/NMSQT answer sheet, so he or 
she will receive information from colleges, 
universities, and scholarship programs.

November 2007
■	Talk with your student about programs of 

study that interest him or her. Students 
in grade 11 should research colleges and 
universities. 

■	Visit collegeboard.com/parents to 
help your student search for scholarships 
and learn more about funding a college 
education.

Important Dates and Reminders

December 2007
■	Score Reports are sent to schools in 

December. Remind your student to review 
the "Improve Your Skills" section and to 
register online at collegeboard.com/
quickstart for his or her free personalized 
My College QuickStart.

■	Visit collegeboard.com/parents to access 
more information that will aid you in helping 
your student use his or her Score Report.

January 2008
■	�Encourage your student to use the free 

online resources at collegeboard.com/
quickstart, including complete answer 
explanations for every test question, a 
personalized SAT study plan, and MyRoad, 
an online career, major, and college 
exploration tool.

February 2008
■	Students in grade 11 should consider 

registering for the SAT this spring.

March 2008
■	Students should select four, preferably five, 

solid academic courses for next year. They 
should check with their counselor about 
potential participation in AP® courses. 

April 2008
■	�Check with counselors about college  

summer programs designed to introduce 
high school students to college courses.

May/June 2008
■	��Have your student request a summer  

reading list from his or her English  
teacher.

PSAT/NMSQT Critical Reading, Mathematics, and Writing Skills Scores

PSAT/NMSQT Score Ranges

Percentiles—How Students Performed Compared to Their Peer Group

Information on Accessing My College QuickStart (Three Locations on 
Score Report)

Overview of PSAT/NMSQT Answers

National Merit Scholarship Corporation Information
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PSAT/NMSQT Score Report 
The Score Report includes not only scores and itemized feedback on test questions, 
but also an “Improve Your Skills” section. For each section of the test—critical read-
ing, mathematics, and writing skills—students will receive personalized skills feedback 
based on their performance on the PSAT/NMSQT as well as suggestions for improve-
ment. The Score Report also shows whether students meet entry requirements for 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation competitions.

Percentiles

Your Educational Plans
Grade Average B
College Major  
Computer Engineering

Information above is self-reported.

Name:  STUDENT, IMA B                                           Year: 2006       Grade: 11      School Code: 123456      Optional Code: 00 A02670146P

Quest
ion

          
1 A
2 B e
3 A C m
4 C A h
5 B E h
6 D e
7 B m
8 D o e
9 B m

10 E B h
11 D h
12 C m
13 A m
14 B A m
15 A e
16 C m
17 A e
18 E m
19 B m
20 B E m
21 E m
22 D B h
23 E m
24 A m
25 D m
26 D e
27 D e
28 A e
29 C e
30 D E m
31 A B h
32 E h
33 B A h
34 D e
35 A e
36 E A e
37 C m
38 B m
39 B C h
40 C A h
41 B h
42 C E m
43 E m
44 C m
45 D B m

46 A B m
47 C E e
48 E A m

Key
Correct

   o Omitted
   u  Unscorable

   e Easy
  m Medium
   h Hard

Alg Algebra &
  Functions

Data Data Analysis,
  Statistics &
  Probability
Geom Geometry &

  Measurement
 Num Number &
  Operations

Sentence Completions

Sentence
Completions

SE
CT

IO
N 

3

Passage-Based
Reading

Critical Reading
50

Scoring
Correct answer =

 PLUS 1 POINT.  

  Omitted answers = 
 NO POINTS.  

  Wrong answers to 
 multiple-choice 
 questions =

MINUS 1/4 POINT.   

Wrong answers to math 
 questions 29–38 =

NO LOST POINTS.

Points are totaled,
then converted to scores
on the 20—80 scale.

80

Mathematics
52

Writing Skills
44

Ask for your 
test book 

back so you 
can see the 

questions.

Scores within these ranges can be considered similar to yours:

Your 
Scores

Review 
Your

Answers

Improve 
Your 

Skills
The skills listed

are based on 
your

individual
performance

on the test and
represent those that

you have the best
chance to improve

with extra work.

Follow the
suggestions to 

improve in
each area.

20 8020 8020

800200

100%50% 100%50% 100%50%

SAT WritingSAT MathSAT Critical Reading 800200 800200

Note that an SAT writing score is also based on an essay.
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Quest
ion

          
1 D e Alg
2 E e Data
3 E e Geom
4 C e Alg
5 B e Geom
6 B e Alg
7 C o e Num
8 A m Geom
9 B m Data

10 D m Alg
11 B o m Geom
12 D m Alg
13 B D m Alg
14 A D h Data
15 E D m Alg
16 E m Num
17 A C h Num
18 E o h Geom
19 D A h Alg
20 D C h Geom
21 B e Num
22 C e Alg
23 A m Geom
24 D m Num
25 B m Geom
26 D e Alg
27 C A m Alg
28 A B m Num

Multiple-Choice

Multiple-Choice

SE
CT

IO
N 

4

Student-Produced Responses

SE
CT

IO
N 

2

Corre
ct A

nsw
er

Your
 Ans

wer

Diffi cu
lty
Conte

nt

29 7 m Alg
30 3 o m Num

 31 4.5 or 9/2 o m Alg
 32 1000 m Data
 33 10, 12, 14, or 16 h Alg
34 8/5 or 1.6 o h Geom
35 29 h Data
36 108 50.9 h Num
37 42 4.2 m Alg
38 8 10 h Geom

Quest
ion

Diffi cu
lty
Conte

nt

Quest
ion

          
1 A e
2 C E e
3 A m
4 B E m
5 E B h
6 B D e
7 A C m
8 C E h
9 C D m

10 A C h
11 B E h
12 B E m
13 D E m
14 D E m
15 E C e
16 B m
17 D e
18 A B m
19 C E m
20 E m
21 C m
22 B h
23 E m
24 C m
25 D A m
26 A e
27 A B e
28 C A e
29 C A m
30 D m
31 B A h
32 A h
33 D C h
34 D e
35 E A e
36 A D e
37 B m
38 C m

39 C h

Improving
Sentences

Identifying
Sentence Errors

Improving
Paragraphs
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N 

5
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ct A

nsw
er

Your
 Ans

wer

Diffi cu
lty

You answered correctly 21 of 38 math  
questions and earned 21 points. 
  9 of 10 easy questions 
  10 of 18 medium questions 
  2 of 10 hard questions 

You omitted 6 question(s).
You answered incorrectly 11 question(s) and 
lost 2 point(s).

Ranges

Your
 

Answ
er

Correct Answer(s)

You answered correctly 29 of 48 critical reading 
questions and earned 29 points. 
  11 of 14 easy questions 
  15 of 23 medium questions 
  3 of 11 hard questions 

You omitted 1 question(s). 
You answered incorrectly 18 question(s) and 
lost 5 point(s).

You answered correctly 16 of 39 writing skills  
questions and earned 16 points. 
  4 of 11 easy questions 
  9 of 19 medium questions 
  3 of 9 hard questions 

You omitted 0 question(s).
You answered incorrectly 23 question(s) and 
lost 6 point(s).

When reviewing your answers, refer to the questions in your test book.

Selection Index
146

Percentile     47  
compares your performance
with college-bound juniors

The Selection Index (S.I.) is the sum 
of your critical reading, mathematics, 
and writing skills scores. NMSC uses 
the S.I. as an initial screen of over 
1.4 million students who enter its 
scholarship programs (see reverse).

Entry Requirements
Below is information you provided 
on your answer sheet.

Full-time high school student: 
Yes

Year to complete high school and 
enroll full time in college:

2008
   
Years to be spent in grades 9—12:

4

U.S. citizenship:
Yes

National Merit
Scholarship Corporation

(NMSC) Programs

Passage-Based
Reading

Description: In the com-
puter engineering major, 
students learn to design and 
develop computer and com-
puter-related systems. These 
systems include software 
systems, hardware systems, 
and combined hardware/soft-
ware systems. Students take 
courses in basic sciences, 
mathematics, and engineer-
ing science and design.

Associated Skills:
Computing, basic sciences, 
mathematics.

Recommended High School 
Courses: English 4,  precollege 
mathematics 4, biology 1, 
 chemistry 1, physics 1, social 
studies 3–4, history 2–3, for-
eign language 2–4, music .5, 
visual arts .5, and computer 
science .5–1.

Determining an author’s purpose 
or perspective

How to improve: Authors write for a 
variety of purposes, such as to inform, to 
explain, or to convince. When you read, try 
to determine why the author wrote what he 
or she wrote.

See questions 20, 42, 48.
Understanding complex sentences

How to improve: Ask your English teacher 
to recommend books that are a bit more 
challenging than those you’re used to 
 reading. Practice breaking the sentences 
down into their component parts to 
improve your comprehension. Learn how 
dependent clauses and verb phrases func-
tion in sentences.
 See questions 5, 33.

Understanding sentences that deal 
with scientifi c ideas

How to improve: Read magazine articles 
about scienti� c subjects to improve your 
comfort level in this area.
 See questions 8, 36.

Dealing with probability, basic 
statistics, charts, and graphs

How to improve: Practice solving problems 
that involve basic probability, basic count-
ing, and � nding the average (arithmetic 
mean), median, and mode. Look for charts 
and graphs in newspapers and magazines, 
and practice interpreting the data in them.

See questions 13, 14, 19.

Understanding geometry and 
coordinate geometry

How to improve: Review geometry units 
in your textbook involving perimeter, area, 
volume, circumference, angles, lines, slope. 
Familiarize yourself with the formulas given 
at the beginning of math sections of the test. 

See questions 7, 11, 13.

Making connections among 
mathematical topics

How to improve:  Practice problems 
that require combining skills acquired in 
 different math courses, such as  problems 
that use combinations of arithmetic, 
 algebra, and geometry.
 See questions 7, 11, 15.

Being precise and clear
How to improve: Learn to recognize 
sentence elements that are ambiguous 
and confusing. In your writing, choose 
words carefully and connect them for clear 
meaning.
 See questions 4, 6, 8.

Recognizing logical connections 
within sentences and passages

How to improve: Use the writing process 
to help you revise your draft essays. Work 
with classmates and teachers to clarify 
meaning in your writing.
 See questions 8, 28, 29.

If your Selection Index places 
you among the 55,000 high 
scorers who qualify for program 
recognition, you will be noti� ed 
next September.

46    54 48   56 40    48

You scored higher than 55% of juniors. You scored higher than 57% of juniors. You scored higher than 33% of juniors.

460   560 480   580 420    540

        

        

VIEW PSAT/NMSQT complete answer explanations at  www.collegeboard.com/psatextra            YOUR CODE: A02670146P

    

Check your projected SAT scores online: Did you know you can add a "0" to the end of each PSAT/NMSQT score to quickly estimate your SAT scores?  

GET a personalized SAT study plan for high school students at www.collegeboard.com/psatextra              YOUR CODE: A02670146P

See how your performance compares to students in your state: Did you know two-thirds of U.S. students begin college in their home state?  

www.collegeboard.com/psatextra

YOUR CODE: A02670146P

FIND
a personalized list of 
colleges, majors, and careers 
using MyRoad at:
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