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Selection Index Percentiles and Mean Score
can be used to compare students’ performance with that of juniors.

Points to Note
� Reported on a scale ranging from 60 to 240, the

Selection Index is the sum of the critical reading,
math, and writing skills scores. For example, a
critical reading score of 56, a math score of 62,
and a writing skills score of 59 would result in a
Selection Index of 177 (56 + 62 + 59).

� Percentiles are based on the Selection Index
earned by a sample of college-bound juniors who
took the PSAT/NMSQT in 2004.

How NMSC Uses the Selection
Index
National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC)

uses the Selection Index score as an initial screen of

the 1.3 million test-takers who meet program entry

requirements and to designate groups of students to

be honored in the competitions it conducts. Partici-

pation in NMSC’s competitions for scholarships to be

offered in 2006 is determined by responses to the

four program entry items on the 2004 PSAT/NMSQT

answer sheet. Both the PSAT/NMSQT Score Report

Plus and the Roster of Student Scores and Plans show

the student’s Selection Index, the student’s responses

to the entry items, and whether the student meets

participation requirements.

Of the more than one million NMSC program

entrants, about 55,000 will earn 2004 PSAT/NMSQT

scores high enough to qualify them for recognition.

These students will be notified of their standing

through their high schools in September 2005.

Students who qualify to continue in the competitions

for scholarships to be offered in 2006 then must meet

academic and other requirements specified by NMSC

to be considered for awards.

Detailed descriptions of NMSC programs are

published in the Guide to the National Merit®

Scholarship Program and the National Achievement SM

Scholarship Program Information Booklet, mailed to

high school principals each fall. For students and

parents, information about the competitions is given

in the PSAT/NMSQT Student Bulletin and at

www.nationalmerit.org.

Inquiries about any aspect of the National Merit

Program or National Achievement Program—

including entry requirements, the selection process,

and awards to be offered—should be sent to

National Merit Scholarship Corporation, 1560

Sherman Avenue, Suite 200, Evanston, IL 60201-4897;

telephone 847 866-5100.

 

 

 

 




