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Prepare for the PSAT/NMSQT®:
A Step to the Future



ÅMeasures academic skills youôll need for college

ÅCo-sponsored by the College Board and National Merit 

Scholarship Corporation

ÅServes as an entry point to National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation competitions and practice for the SAT

ÅTaken by more than 3.4 million students in 2007 (47%  

eleventh-graders and 53% tenth-graders or younger)



ÅPreparation for the SAT®

ÅScholarship and recognition opportunities (11th grade)

ÅFeedback  on academic skills

ÅCollege and career planning tools

ÅAdmissions and financial aid information from colleges



The test assesses the academic skills that youôve developed 

over the years, primarily through your course work.

These skills are considered essential for success in high 

school and college:

ÅCritical Reading

ÅMathematics

ÅWriting Skills



Use content from:
-humanities
-social studies
-natural sciences
-literature

Å13 Sentence Completions

Å35 Passage-Based Reading Questions
(100- to 800-word passages)



Use content from:

-number and operations

-algebra and functions;

-geometry and measurement

-data analysis

-statistics

-probability

Å28 Multiple-Choice Questions

Å10 Student-Produced Response Questions (ñGrid-insò)



Focus on editing, grammar, usage, and organization.

Å20 Improving Sentences Questions

Å14 Identifying Sentence Error Questions

Å5 Improving Paragraph Questions 



ÅQuestion Types:

The same, except the PSAT/NMSQT does not have an 

essay component.

ÅLength:

The PSAT/NMSQT is 2 hours, 10 minutes.

The SAT is 3 hours, 45 minutes.

ÅLevel of Difficulty:

The PSAT/NMSQT does not have 11th grade-level math 

questions.






