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500–590 600–690 700–800
Manage Phrases and Clauses in a Sentence

Academic Skills* •	 Recognize the correct use of a gerund phrase as the 
subject of a sentence 

•	 Recognize the difference between main verb and 
participle/gerund while working with parallel 
structure 

•	 Recognize ways to combine ideas using appropriate, 
concise syntactic structures 

•	 Recognize syntactical structures that include 
parallel elements 

•	 Recognize relationships between phrases and 
clauses in terms of punctuation, subordination/
coordination and semantic relationship 

•	 Recognize proper placement of multiple parallel 
structures within a single sentence

•	 Recognize the correct use of the colon to join ideas 
in a sentence 

•	 Recognize correct use of complex syntax 

Suggestions for 
Improvement

•	 When reading, choose a paragraph from a more 
difficult piece of nonfiction prose that contains 
complex syntactical structures. When writing, 
attempt to employ more sophisticated syntactical 
structures when appropriate.

•	 When reading, examine texts that contain 
sophisticated and difficult sentence structures. 
When writing, develop sophisticated techniques for 
developing ideas in multiple ways. 

•	 When reading, learn to recognize that subject–verb 
agreement is not confined to the main clause of a 
sentence but may occur in embedded subordinate 
clauses at any point in the sentence. When writing, 
learn to use complex sentences that may embed 
important ideas in embedded subordinate clauses.

This is the top score band and students who score at 
this level will have likely mastered the skills listed at 
all other levels. However, students can always benefit 
from more practice. We encourage students to review 
the skills and examples listed in the 500–590 and 
600–690 score bands. 

Manage Order and Relationships of Sentences and Paragraphs
Academic Skills* •	 Recognize coherence between sentences and fill in 

gaps when needed 
•	 Recognize the need for transition words to link 

sentences in a paragraph 

This particular skill group is not represented in this 
score band. However, it is an important academic skill 
tested on the SAT.  We encourage students to review 
the skills and examples in other score bands, where 
this particular skill group does appear.

This particular skill group is not represented in this 
score band. However, it is an important academic skill 
tested on the SAT.  We encourage students to review 
the skills and examples in other score bands, where 
this particular skill group does appear.

Suggestions for 
Improvement

There are no specific suggestions for improvement for 
this skill group in this particular score band. However, 
we encourage students to review the suggestions and 
examples in other score bands.

There are no specific suggestions for improvement for 
this skill group in this particular score band. However, 
we encourage students to review the suggestions and 
examples in other score bands.

This is the top score band and students who score at 
this level will have likely mastered the skills listed at 
all other levels. However, students can always benefit 
from more practice. We encourage students to review 
the skills and examples listed in the 500–590 and 
600–690 score bands. 
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